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2023 CNTA Nuclear Service Award Winner Announced 
 

Citizens for Nuclear Technology Awareness (CNTA) is pleased to announce that the winner of the 2023 

Nuclear Service Award is William (Bill) Wabbersen. This prestigious award was formally announced on 

October 24, 2023, at the 32nd Annual Teller Lecture held in Aiken, S.C. 

 

Bill Wabbersen graduated from the University of Florida with a bachelor’s degree in Nuclear 

Engineering. Following service in the U.S. Navy, he enjoyed a three-decade career at the Savannah 

River Site (SRS) with both the M&O Contractor and the Department of Energy (DOE). His dedicated 

service extended beyond the Site’s boundaries to our community’s classrooms where he championed all 

things nuclear to the rising generation through hundreds of classroom presentations.  

 

Wabbersen developed several teaching tools including the Isotope Discovery Kit and the “Journey to the 

Center of the Atom” classroom guide. He developed the Interactive Nuclear Display that was exhibited 

at Fort Discovery in Augusta for many years. He led a group of students at the University of South 

Carolina – Aiken (USCA) in the development of the Interactive Isotope App that is on the American 

Nuclear Society website. Recently, Bill volunteered his time and talents as the Subject Matter Expert on 

the conceptual design and construction of the Heavy Water (D20) display at the SRS Museum. 

 

Wabbersen has served as an Honorary Trustee of the National Museum of Nuclear Science & 

Technology since 2020 and has been a Volunteer Science Education Demonstrator at the USCA Ruth 

Patrick Science Education Center since 1994. Previous nuclear outreach activities include serving twice 

as the Local Section Chairman for the American Nuclear Society, a Counselor at the South Carolina 

Academy of Science, and membership on several CNTA committees including the Essay Contest 

Committee, the Education Committee, and the Speakers Bureau. 

 

“I know of no one who better personifies the mission and goals of CNTA through the nuclear service he 

has brought to the CSRA,” said CNTA Board of Directors Chairman Stephen Sheetz. “From tossing 

‘neutron’ cookies around the room to exploring ‘radioactive’ Fiestaware with Geiger counters, there’s 

never a dull moment. It’s his passion.” 

 

Describing a presentation that Wabbersen made to a liberal arts class at the University of South 

Carolina, Dr. Travis W. Knight, Director of the Nuclear Engineering Program, recalled that, “It was very 

encouraging to see the students’ transition from skeptical and hesitant to engaged and curious. The 

activities and tools that Bill created to teach students are both creative and engaging.” 

 

“Bill has a true passion to educate, teach, and share his knowledge of the nuclear industry with students 

and the public,” wrote SRS Museum Board of Directors Member Susie Ferrara. “He volunteers 

selflessly. We are forever grateful to Bill.” 



 

The Nuclear Service Award is presented annually to recognize accomplishments in applying nuclear 

technology, advancing education in nuclear technology, increasing public awareness of the benefits of 

nuclear technology, and in promoting and defending the safe and effective use of nuclear technology.  

 

CNTA is an Aiken-based charitable educational organization dedicated to providing factual information 

about nuclear topics and educating the public on nuclear issues. For further information, call CNTA at 

803-649-3456 or email cnta@bellsouth.net. 
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