


Results of 

Trailer Park 

Naming 

Contest!

Winner- Azalea Trailer Park

First prize an electric iron, 

second, an electric fan, and 

third, a toaster.







It bears witness to the Site’s significant 
role in the Cold War. 

Photographs provide an extraordinary 
visual history of cultural change and 
transformation of a rural landscape into 
an atomic workplace.

The size, breadth, and scope of the 
content show that all involved thought 
they were part of a historic undertaking. 

Shows depictions of  BIG 
HISTORY as well as everyday 
work life behind the fence. 

The photographs show the building 
of a new community.

Why is the Collection Important?



PUTTING DOWN ROOTS

The intersection of free lance and other early 
photographers was tied to the project as an event 
and while Westcott and Tarver made a tremendous 
contribution it was episodic, ending mid year in 
1951.

It would be the process photography staff that 
carried the ball through the end of the Savannah 
River Project fully recording the establishment  of 
the plant.

Two photographers struck out on their own after 
the Savannah River Project was completed: 
Augusta’s George Schaeffer and Aiken’s Joe Lista.

Each launched photographic studios in their home 
communities that became community landmarks 
where they continued to document history but on a 
more personal scale. 

Simply said , they put down roots!



I'm a little vague about when he left 

the bomb plant and started his own 

studio since I was so young. I 

remember there was a lot of drama 

around the event. He had an offer to 

move back to California and work for 

his brother, which none of us wanted 

to do. 

He took a big risk starting his own 

studio, but was able to make a living 

with taking baby pictures at the local 

hospital, school pictures at the local 

schools, graduation pictures at the 

Medical School, wedding pictures as 

well as portraits and community 

photos. I remember him and Mom 

having a fight about his going out 

late one night to take a picture of 

someone at a bar with Liberace.

Mara Schaeffer

George Schaeffer - Augusta



Joe Lista - Aiken Joe married Margaret Ann Smith in 1953. Both Joe and 
his wife Margaret worked at SRP initially.

Margaret would leave to teach school and Joe left DuPont 
refusing a transfer possibly after the Savannah River 
Project was completed.

The Listas settled into Aiken and Joe Lista established 
his studio in 1954 where the “Whats Cookin” is now.

Joe Lista was an award-winning community 
photographer from 1954 until  his death.  His 
photographic work was honored in an exhibit and his 
photographs of children’s milestones, family and 
community events, weddings and portraits are part of 
Aiken’s history and are in the scrapbooks of many homes.







SPECIAL THANKS TO 

TODD LISTA, MARA SCHAEFFER, AND 

GENE BODIE

ALSO 

MELISSA HANSON AND ANDY ALBENESIUS

https://srsgov.sharepoint.com/sites/ColdWarHistoricPreservationP
rogram/SitePages/Newspapers.aspx

https://srsgov.sharepoint.com/sites/ColdWarHistoricPreservationProgram/SitePages/Newspapers.aspx



