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• What is WORC?

• Who is involved?

• How did WORC start?

• Why does WORC matter for our community?

Topics



The SRSCRO is a 501(c)(3) 
private, non-profit organization 

with a mission to support 
regional economic development and job creation 

www.srscro.org

Aiken •Allendale • Barnwell •Richmond •Columbia

http://www.srscro.org/


WORC PURPOSE

To help local citizens develop skills 

that match the critical nuclear workforce needs of

DOE-EM*, NNSA**, and the community surrounding 

Savannah River Site.

*DOE-EM – Department of Energy Environmental Management

**NNSA – National Nuclear Security Administration 



DOE-Funded Grant Projects
1.  Advancing Nuclear Skills Regionally  

(ANSR) 2011 - 2016 $4.8M (DOE-EM HQ Funded)

2.  Workforce Opportunities in Regional Careers I

(WORC I) 2016 - 2021 $5M (DOE-EM SR 60% & NNSA SR 40%)

3.  Workforce Opportunities in Regional Careers II

(WORC II) 2020 – 2025 $5M (NNSA HQ)

4.  Workforce Opportunities in Regional Careers I

(WORC I Renewal) 2021 – 2026 $5M (DOE-EM SR 60% & NNSA SR 40%)

5.  Plutonium Modernization Program (PuMP) 

Part of Higher Education Workforce Development (HEWD)

Awarded through WORC II Sept 15, 2021 $3.5M (2021 Congressionally Designated)                                                                                         



Providing Scholarships
Creating Career Pipelines

Promoting Nuclear Careers
Strengthening Education Partnerships



Evidence of WORC is Everywhere



Evidence of WORC is Everywhere



Evidence of WORC is Everywhere



Scholarships
• 1,868+ Scholarships in 36 fields of study to date ($500 to $5,000 per semester)
• 42% of scholarships have supported minority students
• 28% of scholarships have supported non-traditional students
• Scholarships for students in apprenticeship programs with SRS

Training Support
• Classroom supplies and equipment
• Soft skill development programs for university students
• WorkKeys exam preparation and testing
• Student Success Coaching

Marketing & Outreach
• Media advertising to promote local programs of study
• STEM education outreach in rural regions of Allendale & Barnwell Counties
• Refurbished 38 STEM Education Traveling Science Kits at Ruth Patrick Science Education Center

WORC Results 



Employment

• 272+ Students in SRS contractor internships

• 183+ Students Now in Full-Time Positions at SRS contractors

• Students entering local manufacturing, cyber, chemical processing and other careers

New Partnership Programs

• 2+2 Engineering Program at USC Salkehatchie in partnership with USC Aiken

• Undergraduate Research Opportunities at USC Aiken with local employers

• Undergraduate Research Opportunities - Augusta University Nuclear Science Track

• New K-12 Educator Training in partnership with SRNS through WORCshop@AU

• New K-12 STEM Forward Career Exploration Camp (RPSEC & SRS Museum)

WORC Results 



Real People ● Real Jobs ● Real Impacts 



WORC @ ATC

• Engineering Graphics Technology

• Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning (HVAC)

• Industrial Maintenance Technology

• Machine Tool/CNC Technology

• Nuclear Fundamentals Certificate

• Radiation Protection Technology

• Welding “If I were not to have 
gotten this scholarship, I 

would not have been able 
to go through school, since 
I pay for my own college.”



Institutional Impact

• Increased Awareness

• Employment Opportunities

• Strengthened Programs

• New Equipment

• Transfer Partnerships

• Technology Supports

“I am a full time employee working third shift and I take my classes full time online and labs at school from 3 to 9 
p.m. Going to school full time, being a father of two and working full time takes on a new path of obstacles to 

overcome daily. Having this Scholarship has taken off some of the strain about having to worry about heavy loans 
or paying out of pocket. This scholarship has truly been a blessing and me and my family are truly grateful for it. ”



Community Impact

• Increased Partnerships

• Collaboration

• Skilled Workforce

• Productive Citizens

• Positive Economic Effect

“I am gaining an education without having to come out of pocket for school expenses. I look forward to the financial 
freedom I can have after I graduate and become employed in the growing field of Industrial Maintenance! I want to 

take another chance to say thank you for your contribution into me and my family's future.” 



Individual Impact

• WORC I  - 2016-2021

–319 Scholarships

• WORC I Renewal - 2021–2026

–82 Scholarships

–Apprenticeship Opportunities

• 2020 – 10 Students

• 2021 – 13 Students

• 2022 – 65 Students

• WORC II - 2020-2025

–103 Scholarships



“Given the opportunity to receive this scholarship really sets in stone that 
organizations and the community invest in the success of students locally. After 

serving in the military, I decided I needed to find a career path that I would enjoy as 
well as continue to learn in. Completing this course of study will not only assist my 
family financially, but also sets an example for my 18- year-old son who will also be 

attending Aiken Technical School soon.

I would again like to thank you and tell you how appreciative I am in being 
considered for such an impactful scholarship. This scholarship will take some of the 

financial burden and worries from my mind and I will be able to concentrate more 
on my studies and push me to successfully complete my courses. The existence of 
scholarships from the local community helps to put my mind at ease and redirect 

and strengthen my commitment to be successful in my studies as well as outside in 
the local CSRA community upon graduation. So, thank you again!”








