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Perfect Weather,
Good Company and
Lots of Prizes

By Frank Shallo,
Tournament Chairman

Seve n golfers enthusiastically \vo_l‘ked their
way around the Cedar Creek golf
course on Fnday, September 30th for the CNTA 38rd
Annual Golf Tournament. Motivated by fellowship Tournament Chairman, Frank Shallo (L) and Larry Davis,
and prizes, the team of Jack Clemmens, Jack Gilbert President of BWXT SRC at Cedar Creek
and Bill Humburg led the way with a hard earned score
of 59. Sterling Robertson, Pete Hill, Mark Mahoney
and Ron Oprea took second place with a score of 60.
Third place went to Archie Adams, Jim Stewart, Barry
Glover and Todd Scoggin also with a score of 60.
Fourth place went to Hayward Bamwell, Craig Bayn-
ham, Bill Condon, and Doug Wilhelm with a score of

61.

Just over $7500 was raised to support CNTA’s on-going
elforts through the financial generosity of the sponsors,
the door prize donors and the participating golfers.

We wish to thank everyone; corporate sponsors, area
businesses and CNTA members who participated in
making our 2005 Goll Tournament a success. A spe-

Pictured is the SUV provided by Johnson Motors that
COULD have been won by some lucky golfer if he or
she would have only hit that hole-in-one.

cial thanks to our tournament sponsor, BWXT Savan- Maybe at the spring tournament!
nah River Company. They will also be our tournament
sponsor for the 2006 event. And last, but not least, WHAT’S INSIDE
thank you to Mike Hoffstatter, Club Manager at The
Golf Club at Cedar Creek and his stafl for all their Up®: Acosh Becakfu A
wrork: CNTA Membership Update 3
Advertisements 3
Plans are underway [or the next goll tournament in the CNTA Issucs 4
spring of 2006. Details will be available to our CNTA Mok Riceied 5
membership, busimesses and sponsors early next year. Sl il gt 3
- Heritage Foundation 7
In the meanime, goo ng jﬁﬂg to NNSA Breaks Ground On Mox 7
everyone and Happy Holidays. Did You Kaow... 8
New Corporate/Business Members 8
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THANK-YOU FRANK
CNTA would like to thank Frank Shallo for all his
hard work on this year’s annual golf tournament. Not
only did he work very hard to secure sponsors, but was
out there collecting donations and prizes for the raffle.
He did a wonderful job!
Thank goodness he’s agreed to work on the next one!

Dr. Ruth Patrick at the Savannah River, circa 1965.
Dr. Patrick was one of three female ecologists in the na-
tion in 1950 when she was asked by DuPont to conduct
a study of the water quality of the Savannah River and
its plants and animals. Courtesy of SRS Archives.

FACTS:

If you live within 50 miles of a nuclear power plant. add 0.01 mrem.
If you live within 50 miles of a coal-fired power plant. add 0.03
mrem.
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UP & ATOM
BREAKFAST

- .

Dr. Paul Bertsch,
Director of Savannah River

Dr. Bertsch presented a talk on the “Savannah River
Ecology Laboratory: Past, Present, & Future on October
18th at Newberry Hall. Dr. Bertsch is also a professor of
environmental geochemistry and soil physical chemistry
at the University of Georgia. He serves as an affiliate
faculty member in biomedicine and environmental sci-
ences program al The Medical University of South Caro-
lina; and as adjunct professor of environmental systems
engineering and science at Clemson University.

Dr. Ruth Patrick traveled from Philadelphia to attend this
event. Since 1973, she has been the Chair of the of Lim-
nology at the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadel-
phia. Dr. Patrick spent a number of years at the Savan-
nah River Site. Dr. Patrick started her studies on the
Savannah River, at the request of DuPont, in 1951 before
the SRS facilities were started.  Her studies included
chemical and ecological monitoring upstream, along side
and downstream on the SRS site.

Her support of Paul Bertsch and SRNL was appreciated.

Our October breakfast was the last
one for 2005. But, we’re
already lining up speakers

for 2006.

Thank you for your continued
support of our Up & Atom
Breakfast senes.
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CNTA MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL UPDATE

As 2005 draws to a close, we want to update all of our members on the status of our CNTA Membership. CNTA is
funded through its membership, sponsors and fundraising events. We have three categories of membership: Corporate
Sponsors, Business Members, and Family Memberships. Each category is vitally important if CNTA is to continue to be
an effective organization that provides a balanced pro-nuclear perspective on issues of importance to SRS and the region.

This vear. family membership provided approximately one-third of CNTA’s revenue and totaled approximately 500 paid
memberships representing over 2,000 people. Our memberships represent current and former Site employees. members
of the community, elected officials, individuals from a number of businesses and firms, and educational institutions.

With the number of opportunities emerging over the next several vears concerning SRS missions, it is necessary that we
increase the number of memberships in the CNTA for 2006. We have established a goal of doubling our family member-
ship during the next vear. To do this we need your assistance. As we are beginning our planning for our membership
campaign, we would ask that you consider the following two actions during the next year.

. Renew your family membership. If you are a Sustaining member ($35) consider upgrading to Patron ($70) or a Bene-
factor ($125). Remember, your membership is tax deductible and the benefits increase as your level of participation
increases!

2. Encourage a co-worker. friend or family member to join. Consider giving a membership as a gift as a way to provide
interesting opportunities to learn through attendance at Up and Atom breakfasts, the Teller Lecture, etc.

(Note: As a part of our “Add a Member Contest™ - The person credited with signing up the most new members
(5 or more) will receive a free Benefactor Membership!)

You will receive a membership renewal notice in early January. The membership is on an annual basis and you
will receive a new membership card indicating your level of participation upon receipt of your membership. It
is important that you give the renewal notice your prompt attention when you receive it.

Again, we need your help in 2006 to increase our membership to support the CNTA activities which benefit us
all. If we can all join together, our voices will be heard much more clearly in this very important period for the
Savannah River Site.

Finally, thank-you for your current participation and membership.

Membership Chairman, Craig Martin

ADVERSTISEMENTS FROM OUR MEMBERS,
BUSINESSES AND
CORPORATE SPONSORS

& RCS Corporation

Professional Staffing Services

PEST CONTROL

‘esp
Engineers and Scientists...See our Employment e &
Opportunities at www.rcscorporation.com

955 Colony Parkway, Aiken SC 29803
(803) 641-0100 » mail@rcscorporation.com

CONTACT THE CNTA OFFICE TO PUT YOUR
AD IN OUR NEXT EDITION
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CN'TA ISSULES _rorcive communtry supporT

By Mal McKibben

Many of us have been very frustrated because programs that
we all worked very hard to get have been delayed or cancelled.
while SRS employment continues to go down. At the same
time, projects have been approved for other DOE sites. The
past couple of weeks have had several new examples. All SRS
funding was ecliminated for completing the conceptual design
of the Modern Pit Facility. All of the money approved for pit
development went to Los Alamos. This probably means that
SRS will no longer be considered as the site for the Modern Pit
Facility. Instead. reliance for new pits will be placed on Los
Alamos. This is a case where we won every battle and lost the
war. Also. over $100 million was cut from the MOX budget.
It may be tempting to attack DOE for these. but that is mis-
guided and not helpful because the problem is not in DOE. it is
in Congress. Yet. several editorials. letters to editors. and even
a lawsuit by Aiken County against DOE have occurred out of
this frustration. This write up summarizes CNTA’s responses
and rebuttals to these actions. which we believe are detrimental
to efforts to attract future DOE missions to the area.

For many years community leaders in the Central Savannah
River Area have chosen to speak with one voice to DOE. Itis
important to continue that practice. Every top official in DOE
will say (and most have said) that the strong support for SRS
and DOE within the CSRA community is a strong positive fac-
tor for SRS when DOE is evaluating sites for new missions.
We do not want to throw that advantage away! When we have
had issues with DOE we have dealt with those with amicable.
respectful, dialogue.

Below we summarize specific rebuttals we have made with a
guest editorial in the Augusta Chronicle and with Aiken
County’s lawsuit.

Guest Editorial by Chuck Smith
Augusta Chronicle, July 4, 2005

The opening comment expressed disagreement with a guest
editorial that CNTA had in the Augusta Chronicle August 26
under Susan Wood’s name. That editorial presented the drafi
results of a massive. 13-vear study by the prestigious Center for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) that reconstructed ra-
diation doses (and therefore potential health effects) of people
who work or live near SRS. Their bottom line result was that
the maximum total radiation doses that offsitc people could
have received were only a very small fraction of their natural
background dose. and would not be expected to have had any
adverse health effects. The CDC results are in line with doses
that have been reporied annually by the site for over 50 years.
Although the editorial expressed disagreement. it did not ad-
dress the subject in our editorial, and did not explain the basis
for disagreement. We don’t think there is a basis.

At several places in the editorial the safety of working at SRS
was questioned. That is very unfortunate because the safety
record at SRS is. and always has been, outstanding, as proven
by their safety statistics and dozens of independent study re-
ports. SRS has consistently had the best safety of all the DOE
sites. and the DOE sites have always had much better safety
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records than U.S. industry. Some pertinent facts: (1) Recordable
injurics by WSRC in 2005 are 0.62 cases per 200.000 exposure
hours. (2) WSRC has had over 10 million work hours without a
lost-work case twice since 2003. (3) A recent Occupational Haz-
ards magazine named WSRC as one of the twelve safest compa-
nies in the U.S,

The editorial said the byproducts of SRS’s processes were “the
most lethal ... known to mankind. [and their] risk is a reality that
must be realized.” The first statement is simply untrue. Many
hundreds. probably thousands. of things are more dangerous than
SRS’s high-level waste. No one, anywhere, has ever been in-
jured. much less killed. by high-level waste. By comparison,
many things. including table salt, water, and slippery bathtubs
routinely kill people. and are therefore lethal. but not SRS’s high-
level waste. The employees at SRS fully recognize the reality of
the risks they deal with every day. They are trained to deal with
those risks safely. That is how they have done their jobs safely
for over 50 years.

The editorial wrote about “3.000 wrongful death claims”, and the
*350 settled claims as evidence of the danger of working at
SRS”. There have not been anywhere near 3.000 wrongful death
claims from SRS. There have been over 3,000 total claims. but
only a tiny fraction of those are for wrongful death. This worker
compensation program needs to be explained because neither the
it’s claims nor awards are evidence of “the danger of working at
SRS”. Several years ago Congress passed a bill to compensate
anyone whose health may have been affected by their employ-
ment in the nuclear weapons program. The bill and the proce-
dures that were written to approve claims were designed to com-
pensate anyone who had even a remote chance of being injured
on the job because the administration and Congress wanted to be
sure that anyone whose health was adversely affected by their job
was compensated. So. the program is deliberately generous. For
this reason, the total accumulated radiation doses calculated by
this program are always much higher than actual, measured,
doses. Those calculated doses cannot be taken as scientifically
accurate. They were not intended to be.

At several places the editorial refers to a July “05 report from the
General Accounting Office (GAO) that was critical of DOE’s
planned programs for dealing with surplus plutonium. .” DOE
had originally planned to build a new facility. the Advanced Plu-
tonium Storage Facility (APSF) for receiving, inspecting. analyz-
ing, storing, processing and shipping the plutonium coming to the
site from Hanford, Los Alamos. and Livermore. but to save
money they decided they could perform part of the work (receipt.
inspection, and analysis) in 235-F facility and the rest (storage,
processing, and shipment) in a K-Area facility. It is true that the
GAO report and a separate report from the Defense Nuclear Fa-
cilities Safety Board (DNFSB) found deficiencies in this plan.
Therefore. DOE decided some time ago to spend the money to
satisfy all the shortcomings identified in those reports. The pro-
jects to accomplish that are funded and on going.

Continued on Page 5 ———»
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The editorial said “When waste comes to SRS there is no-
where for it to go until Yucca Mountain opens.”™ There are
two things wrong with that statement. First. the only mate-
rial that SRS plans to send to Yucca Mountain is stabilized
SRS high-level waste. No high-level waste is coming to
SRS from off-site. Second. the plutonium that is scheduled
to come to SRS is not waste unless DOE declares it to be
waste, and they haven’t done that. As much of that pluto-
nium as possible will be processed into purified oxide and
made into MOX fuel to generate electricity. If some of the
plutonium cannot be purified. DOE may declare that portion
to be waste. Current plans are to vitrify that plutonium in
glass contained in small stainless steel cans. The cans will
be placed in a rack inside an empty Defense Waste Process-
ing Facility (DWPF) canister, and the canister will be filled
with high-level waste glass in the DWPF. Eventually. the
canister containing the waste plutonium will be sent to the
geologic repository at Yucca Mountain. The administration,
congress, DOE. and the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
plan to open Yucca Mountain is spite of the many frivolous
lawsuits the State of Nevada has filed against it. In the
meantime all SRS Waste Canisters will be safely stored on-
site in seismically designed Glass Waste Storage Buildings.

An untrue statement in the editorial was “...nothing prevents
additional plutonium to be shipped to SRS.” DOE cannot
ship additional plutonium until they have prepared and ob-
tained approval of a Safety Analysis that is required by the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The previously
approved Safety Analysis covered shipments from Rocky
Flats, and all of those shipments have already been received.

Aiken County’s Lawsuit against DOE

In late September the Aiken County Council filed a lawsuit
against DOE that was intended to pressure DOE to accelerate
the completion of the Mixed Oxide (MOX) Fuel Fabrication
Facility at SRS. The two key components of the suit are (1)
a requirement that DOE accelerate the MOX project comple-
tion to meet the original goal of January 2009, and (2) prohi-
bition of shipments of plutonium to SRS until the project is
on that original schedule.

CNTA wrote a letter to the Council September 29 express-
ing our concern with the suit and asking that it be withdrawn,
On October 23 we had a letter in the Aiken Standard further
explaining our opposition to the lawsuit. Below is a sum-
mary of those two letters.

The lawsuit is not win-able. A similar suit by SC governor
Hodges failed and thus strengthened DOE's legal position.
The suit attempts to hold DOE responsible for delays that
were not in DOE’s ability to control. i.c.. delays caused by a
liability issue raised by Russia. and delays (and shortages) in
Congressional funding. There is a legal obligation for Russia
and the U.S. to proceed “roughly in parallel” in meeting pro-
ject milestones. so when Russia slows down it slows the U.S.
down.

Continued on next column
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The suit assumes that the original schedule can be restored by judicial
order. It can’t. Large DOE/NRC projects like this are subject to
many legal requirements. milestones, and reviews that cannot be by-
passed. The recent MOX groundbreaking and the FY06 appropria-
tion for MOX (even though less than needed) are a clear indication
that the project is proceeding, even if at a slower pace than we would
like.

Even if the County won the lawsuit it would be harmful to SRS and
Aiken County. If DOE were ordered to cease shipments of pluto-
nium to SRS, DOE would likely look for another place to send. and
process. the plutonium. That could cause a loss of hundreds of good
jobs at SRS.

The lawsuit falsely claims that shipping plutonium to SRS and stor-
ing it “presents a concrete and substantial harm to its citizens and
environment.” For 53 years SRS has made. processed. packaged.,
stored. shipped. and received nearly 50 tons of plutonium without any
significant incident that was harmful to workers, citizens, or the envi-
ronment. To claim that such harm exists in this program is false and
irresponsible.

For over 50 years elected officials and community leaders around the
SRS have fully supported our nation’s missions that were performed
there. Many DOE officials have said our strong community support is
a positive factor when mission locations are being considered. When
disagreements with DOE occurred they were dealt with by amicable
dialog. CNTA believes that the editorial and lawsuit create the false
impression that community leaders in the CSRA are hostile to DOE’s
programs at SRS. That is an impression that needs to be suppressed
because it is detrimental to continuing efforts to draw new missions
to SRS. It is very important that organizations like SRRDI. CNTA.
EDP, Chambers of Commerce. clected officials and government enti-
ties work cooperatively on these issues and speak to DOE with one
voice.

HONORS RECEIVED

. Congratulations to Mel Buckner, a CNTA Board
Member and employee of the Savannah River Na-
tional Laboratory. He has received an American Nu-
clear Society (ANS) Presidential Citation for his
dedication to the development of a strong non-
proliferation activity within the ANS. He was cited
as being diligent in leading the Special Committee
on Nuclear Non-Proliferation and as a leader in en-
suring a permanent non-proliferation program in the
ANS.
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14th Annual Edward Teller Lecture/Banquet Highlights

C NTA’s 14th Annual Edward Teller Lecture/Banquet was
another success! Dr. Frank “Skip” Bowman, President and
CEO of Nuclear Energy Institute was our guest speaker for this
vear’s event. Dr. Bowman’s lecture titled “America’s Nuclear
Revival” was well received by the filled ballroom at The Augusta
Towers and Convention Center.  NEI is the nuclear energy
industry’s  Washington, DC based policy organization
representing 270 domestic and international corporations
involved in nuclear energy and related technologies. It was a real [
pleasure for CNTA to host such a distinguished and notable
speaker.

Dr. Todd Crawlord presented the 2005 Fred C. Davison
Distinguished Scientist Award to Dr. George Wicks, Consulting
Scientist at the Savannah River National Laboratory. Dr. Wicks | 7, 15 g) Featured speaker Dr. Frank “Skip” Bowman,
has worked at the site for 36 vears. He has worked in areas of James Weathers, winner of the Robert Maher Memo-
radioactive waste management, ‘('11\1'1'011111{*.11[&1] remediation, rial Scholarship sponsored by Washington Group Inter-
sensor development, corrasion of materials, hydrogen storage,| ,.ionar & % WSRO partners, and Barnie Beasley,
actinide immobilization, weapons dismantlement, chemical and Chairman, President & CEO of Southern Nuclear
biological agents, reactor operation and hybrid microwave
technology.  Dr. Wicks has
received many awards, including three George Westinghouse Signature Awards for
technical excellence, and the “Gold Corporate Award”, for the development of sol-
gel sensors, along with the Westinghouse Innovators Award for new hydrogen
storage devices. Congratulations George on your line work.

Operating Company.

Bob Pedde, President of WSRC introduced the recipient of the 2005 Robert
Maher Memorial Scholarship sponsored by WGI and it’s WSRC partners. James
Weathers, (pictured above) is a junior Nuclear Engineering student at Georgia
Tech. James, a native of Bowman, SC has had work assignments with the Southern
Nuclear Operating Company, the LE. Hatch Nuclear Power Plant near Baxley,
GA and the Knolls Atomic Power Laboratory and several other assignments.  He
serves as student representative and secretary for SUNRISE, a teaching and
research reactor, that is planned for SRS. We wish James much luck in his future
endeavors; he is well on his way to a brilliant career.

Jelf Allison, DOE Manager of Savannah River Site presented an engraved book
called “The Many Faces of Aiken, A Pictorial History” to Dr. Bowman as a

Dr. (.;r‘()f'.f,‘l" Wicks -y e s i
.
remembrance of his visit to Aiken and our lecture.

We'd like to take the opportunity to thank all of our many sponsors, our CNTA membership and
supporters of this year’s lecture. We are already working on next year’s event. DVD’s of the lecture are
avatlable for a small charge. Call the CNTA office if you would like to purchase one.

Westinghouse Savannah River Company .S, Department of Energy Aiken Regional Medical Center
BNG America Duke COGEMA Stone & Webster Areva
Parsons Woashington Group International American Nuclear Society
BWXT-SRC RCS Corporation CH2M Hill
Bechtel Savanmah River Economic Development Partnership Medical College of Georgia
Fluor Daniel, Inc. SRP Federal Credit Union National Managers Association
Southern Nuclear Company University of SC-Aiken Wackenhut Services, Inc.

Washington Safety Management Solutions Defense Nuclear Facility Salety Board
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Mal and Sally McKibben and Mr, & Mrs. George Wicks

enjoying a good laugh at the 14th Annual Edward Teller

Lecture/Banquet. George was this year’s winner of the
Fred C. Davison Distinguished Scientist Award

CELEBRATION OF HERITAGE
FOUNDATION SPINOFF

Bv Walt Joseph

The August 11th press briefing celebrating the spin-off of the SRS
Heritage Foundation from CNTA was very successful. About 100
people attended the briefing at the Aiken County Historical Muscum.
The Heritage Foundation and CNTA co-sponsored the event with the
assistance of a contribution from Washington Group International.
The conference was well covered in the Aiken. Augusta. and Colum-
bia newspapers.

The SRS Heritage Foundation. which began over 2 years ago as a
committee appointed by the CNTA Board of Directors, has now
been incorporated and has received tax-exempt status, The Founda-
tion has its own Board and will function independently of CNTA but
will continue to cooperate on projects of mutual interest and will
share many members.

SRS Heritage Foundation. Inc. has been established to preserve and
interpret to the public the role of the SRS in winning the Cold War,
It will include technical & scientific achievements, sociological im-
pacts and ecological accomplishments. Our activities will include
fundraising. oversight of the Heritage Center & Museum and educa-
tion and outreach programs.

New SRS Heritage
Foundation Logo
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NNSA Breaks Ground On
MOX Facility

Aiken. SC—On October 14 the National Nuclear Security Ad-
ministration’s (NNSA) plutonium disposition program moved
another step forward with the start of site preparation for its
Mixed Oxide (MOX) Fuel Fabrication Facility at the Savannah
River Site. NNSA Administrator Linton F. Brooks and U.S.
Senator Lindsey Graham led a group of U.S. and Russian dig-
nitaries in turning the first shovels of carth at the MOX facility
site at SRS, located in F-Area.

“Starting site preparation in advance of construction for the
MOX facility will bring us one step closer to disposing of
large quantities of weapon-grade plutonium in the United
States and Russia.” said Brooks. “The MOX facility will cre-
ate hundreds of new jobs at SRS and will provide a pathway
out of South Carolina for plutonium brought here for disposi-
tion.”

U.S. Senator Jim DeMint. U.S. Representative Gresham Bar-
rett and U.S. Representative Charlic Norwood also attended
the ceremony and delivered remarks.

NNSA'’s plutonium disposition program aims to eliminate a
total of 68 metric tons of surplus weapon-grade plutonium
both in the United States and in Russia, and is based on a 2000
nonproliferation agreement between the two countries. Both
countries will dispose of their plutonium by converting it to
MOX fuel for use in existing nuclear reactors. Once the MOX
fuel has been irradiated. the plutonium can no longer be read-
ily used for nuclear weapons.

Established by Congress in 2000, NNSA is a semi-autonomous
agency within the U.S. Department of Energy responsible for
maintaining and enhancing the safety, security. reliability and
performance of the U.S. nuclear weapons stockpile without
nuclear testing: working to reduce global danger from weapons
of mass destruction; providing the U.S. Navy with safe and
effective nuclear propulsion: and responding to nuclear and
radiological emergencies in the U.S. and aboard.

The bill was approved Monday. November 14. The Senate
approved more than a billion dollars in funding for the Site as
part of its 2006 Energy and Water Appropriations Bill. In-
cluded in that is $220 million for the MOX fuel fabrication
facility. The bill also adds three vears to the required start date
as set forth in a 2003 law that called for production to begin by
January 1, 2009. Under the bill, sponsored by the late Sen.
Strom Thurmond and pushed by his successor. Senator
Lindsey Graham. the DOE would owe fines of $1 million per
day if the project were delayed.

Funding for the proposed Modern Pit Facility was not ap-
proved. The Modern Pit Facility would recycle plutonium
spheres in aging nuclear weapons. SRS is one of five Energy
Department complexes vying for the job. As Mal McKibben
put it, “We're sad that we worked so hard for modern pit. It’s
one of those situations were we won every battle but lost the
war.”
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CNTA

Citizens for Nuclear Technology Awareness

1204 Whiskey Road, Suite F
Aiken, SC 29803

Phone: 803-649-3456
Fax: 803-649-3860
Email: cnta@bellsouth.net
Check out our new and improved website at

WWW.C-N-T-A.com

CNTA WELCOMES
NEW CORPORATE/BUSINESS
MEMBERS:
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